D. Information/Education Division

BSP Naturalist, Jean Hoekwater
BSP Interpretive Specialist, Marcia Williamson
BSP Visitor Center Receptionists Geri Fraser and Katie Vargas
2007 MCC Mei-Ling Cheung
2007 SCA Sarah Clayton
2007 Abol Ridge Runner Sandie Sabaka

Photo: courtesy of Alison Dibble, Katahdin Lake Veg etation Survey

“Those who dwell, as scientists or laymen, among the
beauties and mysteries of the earth are never alone or
weary of life. . . The lasting pleasures of contact with the
natural world are not reserved for scientists but are
available to anyone who will place himself (or herself)
under the influence of earth, sea, sky and their amazing

life.”
From A Sense of Wonder by Rachel Carson, 1956.
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Programs

2007 Program Series

The 2007 Summer Evening Program series consisted of ten programs that
included a group of new offerings from author John Neff, exploring the history of
the Russell Pond/South Branch area, the history of the Hunt Trail, and the history
of Abol Trail. In addition, we had the always popular offerings from Rangers
Drew, Howes, and Guay, a program from former Park Director, Buzz Caverly,
and one from current Director, Jensen Bissell, a nature walk with the Park
Naturalist and poetry from Ranger/Poet, Paul Corrigan, not to mention the return
of Donn Fendler with his harrowing story of “Lost on a Mountain in Maine”
Former Park Director Buzz Caverly also offered a series of talks/outings that
covered the gamut, from a Katahdin Stream Falls hike to a campfire program at
Russell Pond. While weather and other considerations forced us to cancel
several of these, it was a generous initiative on the part of Buzz and an idea with
possibilities for future seasons. As in years past, sincere thanks to all the staff
and volunteers who offer and host these programs each summer, in the midst of
all the other duties and obligations of the summer. Park visitors enjoy the variety
and the window it provides on all the facets of Park operations.

In 2007, eight children’s programs were offered on Saturday mornings, in June,
July, and August. Each year, our seasonal MCC and SCA program assistants
design and offer their choice of programs as a way of inspiring and guiding
children and families to explore not only the Park but the very idea of stewardship
in their backyards and hometowns. This year included some very creative
sessions, with a program on Pamola legends, “building” trees and birds,
endangered species, and nature journaling. The summer seasonal employees
continue to provide enrichment programs in

the local community as well, including

programs at Millinocket Memorial Library.

2007 Public Programs*

Teens to Trails conference- BSP
Resources and Orientation for High
School Outing Clubs

Togue Pond Science Camp, Millinocket
Middle School- Leave No Trace

activities
Orrington Center Drive School-Hiking and Donn Fendler shares his
Camping in BSP story with a crowd at Kidney
Katahdin Elementary School- Park Plants Pond
and Animals

Millinocket Memorial Library- Map and Compass
Elderhostel in BSP- Campground visit and Park Orientation for two fall sessions
U ME Presque Isle- Park Interpretation
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Patten Church Youth-South Branch Geology

Medway Middle School Fifth Graders- General Park History

Farmington Fourth Graders- Introduction to Baxter State Park

* Note: ability to offer programs was curtailed this year with a vacancy in the
Interpretive Specialist position from Dec. '06- May '07.

Staff Trainings
Leave No Trace Trainer Class
The standard two day Leave No Trace Trainer course for staff and interested
outside parties was offered
on June 26- 27, 2008. This
year, with Marcia
Williamson, BSP
Interpretive Specialist, there
is now an in-house expert
on this topic! The BSP
Operations division granted
permission to use Marcia’s
husband and LNT teaching
partner, Gabe Williamson,
CRI at South Branch Pond
Campground, came down
and worked these two days
in a role he and Marcia
2008 LNT Trainer Course participants, left to know well
right: Elizabeth Johnston, Mei-Ling Cheung,
Instructor Gabe Williamson, Sarah Clayton,
Instructor Marcia Williamson, Barbara Hall,
Katie Vargas

SCA Trail Crew Trainings

Training was provided in visitor contact and alpine ecology to the BSP Trail Crew
in June and again in August with the second trail crew. In June, in addition to
LNT training time was spent above treeline on Katahdin with the crew, teaching
identification of alpine plants and providing education of why their trail work is so
important in this area.

BSP 101

As a preliminary to the actual Park orientation van tour, BSP 101 is designed to
give all new staff an introduction to the philosophy and some of the important
policies governing Baxter State Park. Many new staff members are not aware of
the distinctions between Baxter State Park and other state parks or natural areas
and it is important to make sure our employees reflect a consistent
understanding of the special nature of the Park when they work with the visiting
public each summer. This inside session is a companion to the van tour of the
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Park; that together this provides new employees a thorough grounding in the
Park.

Information/Education Projects

Interpretive Specialist Hiring
As reported in the 2006 Annual
Report, Heather Haskell resigned
from her position to become a full-
time mother. In spring 2007,
advertising began and the search
to fill the full-time Interpretive
Specialist position prior to the busy
summer season was on. Screening
the applicant pool for interview
candidates was a challenging
process. Due to the Park’s
reputation, it attracted many high
caliber applicants and it was truly a
humbling experience to learn how
Marcia Williamson, BSP Interpretive Percival Baxter's Park has inspired
Specialist professionals from all over the
country. Interviews were conducted in April. Following the deliberations and
recommendations of the hiring board, the Director and Authority made their
choice.

Marcia Williamson began working in the position on May 21. The composite of
Marcia’s public service experience, including time in the public sector,
volunteering and working in the Park eleven years, plus three years experience
as part of an LNT Traveling Trainer team make her ideally suited to the work of
this division. She started work one week after the MCC Wilderness Educator
arrived, and the same day as the summer SCA position. While it's quite a
challenge to be in training in a new job at the same time as your new staff,
Marcia handled it with grace and good humor and by mid-summer, all was
running as it should.

Earth Day Cleanup

The Annual Earth Day Cleanup was held May 5 this year. While the Park
Naturalist participated, due to lack of personnel and time to coordinate this effort
from the Information/Education office this year, Deputy Chief Ranger Stewart
Guay organized the clean-up from Operations division.

Archiving/Storage

In late fall of 2007, former BSP Interpretive Specialist Heather Haskell began
working with Jean Hoekwater to develop a way to begin archiving Park slide files.
The software for this job had been chosen and purchased several years prior, but
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discovered that the day-to-day demands in the division left little time to properly
enter images into the database. The fall 2005 SCA, Amber Lee, made some
initial progress in utilizing the software but the process proved cumbersome and
photos became difficult to locate in the server. Now that Heather has disposed of
all the other distracting duties of the workplace, she is interested and eager to
work with BSP on a contractual basis, to help begin the process of properly
archiving and preserving electronic copies of Park slide images. It is anticipated
that just to catch up with the slide files currently existing, apart from ongoing
photo collections being built, will take up to three years of Heather working on a
part time contractual basis.

Economic Impact Survey

The Information/Education Division was assigned to develop and implement a
user survey to determine the economic contribution of Park visitors to the local
region. Heather Haskell and 2006 MCC, Jordan Kramer, upon consultations with
U ME Presque Isle professor Dr. Anja Whittington and following additional
research, developed the initial process and survey instrument. In spring 2007,
Naturalist Jean Hoekwater contacted Park volunteer Laurie Rich, who agreed to
assist in scheduling the numerous volunteers who would assist in handing out
the surveys during the summer. Laurie was an invaluable help in both large and
small details. She was the contact point for volunteers before they arrived for
their shift and with the help of Headquarters and gate staff, she kept the supply
bins for volunteer shifts full of needed supplies. She followed up with thank-you
notes to each and every volunteer. On top of everything, she and her husband
Doug Rich, covered many shifts themselves! In addition to Heather Haskell and
Jordan Kramer, Marcia Williamson, Ada Angotti, Carol Redelsheimer, Elizabeth
Johnston, Christine Theriault, Joni Lowell, Jeannie Tibbetts, Mary Ellen Bell,
Nancy Guay, and Jeannie Howes all pitched in at various times to help out at
Park Headquarters with copying, stamping, and stuffing the surveys. Ada was on
the receiving end, when the completed surveys were mailed back, she stamped
the date they arrived and put the slips for drawing for the three night stay in the
Park in a box. The responses on completed surveys then needed to be entered
into a database. We tried to utilize a work-study student attending UMPI for this,
but after a slow start, he had to decline the work due to other demands on his
time. Now behind schedule, the decision to move the data input effort to Park
Headquarters was made. The database was difficult to use so we requested the
expert services of Michael White. Michael created an easy-to-use database that
Headquarters staff began to use. At the same time the database problems were
worked out, the good fortune of discovering Michelle Purcell, an able and willing
work-study student from University College of East Millinocket presented itself.
Michelle’s first work-study hours were devoted to entering the survey data.
Between her efforts and those of the reservation staff, all the data was entered
by our original deadline of Dec. 15, despite all the setbacks! This project could
not have been done without everyone pitching in and making it happen, with
cheerful and willing spirits. The next phase is the analysis of the results and the
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final report, which will be written by Dr. Anja Whittington. The results and report

are expected to be available in 2008.

Miscellaneous
Traveler Mountain Model

South Branch Pond finally has its long-awaited model of the Traveler landscape.

Artist Sally Wilder, from
Norridgewock painted the
fiberglass rendition of the area
after Union River Boats
completed their work on it. It
is now installed on the porch
of the South Branch Pond
Campground Ranger office,
serving an important role in
educating the visitors and
giving the rangers a visual aid
to support their discussions of
the hiking opportunities in the
South Branch Pond region.

Inventory of Park Bulletin
Boards

A process of planning for the
Information and Education
division at Baxter State Park
had begun. One piece of this
process involves the inventory

South Branch Mountain Model
(Photo by Brenda Anaotti)

of current activities and products of which I/E maintains responsibility. While most
staff realize I/E is responsible for the written brochures and flyers being printed

New Bulletin Board at
Katahdin Stream picnic area

on behalf of the Park, they are less often
aware that responsibility includes
determining standards and content of
information on display throughout the Park.
For many years, bulletin board postings at
various campgrounds have been dependent
on the interest and motivation of individual
campground rangers. Emergency or
mandatory postings were created and
distributed by the I/E division but other
information, running the gamut, from trip
recommendations to photos to camping
techniques, were posted informally by local
employees. While this gives a certain

“sense of place” to each campground, it is important that the standardization of
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certain pieces of information for all duty stations and Park facilities are consistent
in representing Park philosophy, policies and information. Depending on the
initiative, ability, and time of individual campground rangers, there will still be
ample opportunity for bulletin board postings in addition to the standard pieces at
each campground. Summer seasonal staff working with the I/E division will be
involved whenever possible in helping campground personnel execute ideas
above and beyond the list of standard postings we generate. To start the
planning process for in-Park postings, Marcia visited each BSP campground and
duty station in summer 2007 and inventoried the existing postings. During
summer 2008, work will begin to choose and develop standard information that
should be at each site as well as beginning the development of these pieces into
a prototype suitable for all locations. Personnel at individual locations will be
contacted for input to learn what they feel is the most important information to
share with the public at their location and plan for their bulletin boards jointly.
This is a long overdue process that may take several seasons to fully implement,
but should result in a consistent message throughout the Park as well as easily
replaceable postings which can be designed on our computers, stored on the
Park server, updated as needed, and reposted in a timely manner as
replacements are needed.

Changes at Wassataquoik Lake

Discussions regarding changing the management of Wasstaquoik Island to better
accommodate the loon family in that area resulted in the rental procedure for the
Wassataquoik Lake lean-to being adjusted. It is now consistent with the rental
procedure for Kidney Pond’s OJI cabin; due to concern for disturbing the loons
during their nesting phase, when they may choose to nest in close proximity to
these sites, no advance reservations are taken for these sites prior to August 1
each year. If the loons have hatched chicks earlier, the sites are opened for
rental earlier, as dictated by circumstances each season. In addition to this
change in availability of the site, for the last few seasons, we have implemented
the use of floating buoy lines at Wassataquoik Lake, to clearly delineate for
visitors the area they need to avoid. These steps are expected to provide a
reduction in any negative human impact on loon reproduction in these areas.

Visitor Center Prepared Hiker Display and
Junior Ranger Revision

Two products from I/E summer seasonal
positions that are excellent contributions to
the Park’s efforts to educate visitors were
either created or revised. Mei-Ling Cheung
created a child-sized hiker made of plywood
and outfitted the figure with equipment and
clothing suitable for a day hike in the Park.
The model hiker is placed at the Visitor
Center, with a list pinned to his pack,

encouraging children to check to see if
2007 MCC Wilderness Educator Mei-Ling
Cheung with her Prepared Hiker display at
the Togue Pond Visitor Center



everything on the list is with the hiker that day. The interactive nature of this
exhibit encouraged children to discuss the family’s readiness for hikes they were
undertaking and helped VC staff initiate discussions on planning ahead,
preparing, and assuming personal responsibility. Special thanks to Acadia’s
Schoodic Education and Research Center for the idea and BSP Mechanic, Frank
George, for his assistance in the shop with this project.

The Junior Ranger booklet was revised and updated by Sarah Clayton this
summer. This booklet has been around since 2000 and it was time for some
sprucing up. Following Sarah’s work, fall work-study intern Michelle Purcell
worked hard to integrate and format the changes so that the booklet was easier
to print and collate. We look forward to having plenty of these for distribution in
the 2008 season

Seasonal Staff/Volunteers

Togue Pond Visitor Center

The VC served 13,470 visitors this season and was open for a total of 1,223
hours. We returned to the schedule of each employee working five days, with an
overlap on the three busiest days, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. We found that
this served the needs of the public while giving us the best possible coverage
with two positions

Long-time Visitor Center employee, Tracy Young, transferred north prior to the

start of the season to work at Matagamon Gate. We appreciate the many years
of hard work Tracey gave us and her
calm, composed attitude while she dealt
with thousands of visitors over the
years.

The 2007 season started off with Rachel
Storey and Katie Vargas at the Visitor
Information Center. Rachel transferred
to a Roving Ranger position early in the
season and was replaced by Geri
Fraser for the remainder of the VC
season. Geri has lived locally and been

Katie Vargas and Geri Fraser involved in her family’s business for
assisting visitors at the Togue many years, which made her very
Pond Visitor Information Center comfortable giving information about the

local area to visitors. Katie has made
the Katahdin region her home for the last few years and is an avid hiker in both
the summer and winter, which gave her valuable experience to share with
visitors. Both Katie and Geri shared a great enthusiasm for doing their job well
together and making sure they had the correct information on hand for visitors.
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SCA/MCC

Educational efforts were advanced this summer with the assistance of a six
month MCC Wilderness Educator and a 12-week SCA Resource Assistant. Like
those filling similar positions in years past, their enthusiasm and fresh ideas will
be with us to benefit the Park long after their departure from us.

Mei-Ling Cheung was hired to fill the 2007 six-month MCC position. Mei-Ling
received her B.S. in Environmental Horticulture from University of California at
Davis. She then applied her knowledge of restoration techniques with a one year
stint with the Nevada MCC. Following that experience, Mei-Ling decided to gain
experience in the Northeast US, which led her to apply for the six month position.
In addition to the usual summer duties of children’s programs and Alpine patrols,
Mei-Ling surveyed for invasive plants and offered suggestions for restoring and
rehabilitating certain areas in the Park. She planted red pine in logging slash on
the Katahdin Lake parcel with a Park volunteer and contributed a great deal of
botanical expertise to our efforts this summer. In July Mei-Ling accompanied
Maine Inland Fish and Wildlife when they surveyed Park waters. After working a
season with us, Mei-Ling plans on working for Acadia NP as a restoration
botanist summer 2008!

Sarah Clayton was invited to fill our 12-
week SCA position. Sarah came to
Baxter upon completing her junior year
at Michigan State University, with a
double major in Constitutional
Democracy and Environmental Policy.
Sarah threw herself into the Baxter
experience, attempting to learn as much
as possible in the short time she worked
for us. Sarah quickly became an
. experienced, capable patroller on the
2007 SCA Sarah Clayton with her mountain, and, along with Mei-Ling,
revision of the Jr. Naturalist offered several creative children’s
Booklet programs during the season. Sarah will
graduate in May 2008 and is planning on serving one more season with SCA, in
the American West, before joining the Peace Corps overseas for three years.

Together, Mei-Ling and Sarah were a great team to work with this summer. They
now join the ranks of 31 talented and diverse individuals who have worked
SCA/MCC positions with the Information Education division and gone on to
positions all over the US and the world. We regularly profit from the new ideas
and perspectives they share long distance and many share the Baxter
perspective with the agencies they now work in.

53



2007 Abol Ridge Runner
Sandie Sabaka was hired as the
MATC Abol Ridge Runner for
2007. Sandie hails from the
Portland ME area and was an AT
thru-hiker in 2002, making her
well-acquainted with both the
hiking scene in Maine as well as
the information needs of the thru-
hikers entering BSP on the final
leg of their journey. This year,
451 northbound thru-hikers
completed their hikes on
Katahdin. 184 southbound
hikers left from Baxter as thru-

2007 Abol Ridge Runner Sandie hikers. We saw 370 northbound
Sabaka visits with a Long Distance section hikers and 131 southbound
Hiker at Abol Bridge section hikers using the AT. An

additional 74 AT thru-hikers chose
to “flip-flop”, hiking Katahdin out of sequence to better manage their schedule.
Finally, four (4) northbound and one (1) southbound IAT hikers used the AT in
the Park. 1059 or 87% of these long distance hikers camped in Baxter State
Park. Each fall either the Interpretive Specialist or the Naturalist attends the
MATC Ridge Runner/Caretaker wrap up in western Maine in order to hear
feedback and learn how we might improve our service in this area for the
upcoming season. This cooperatively funded position continues to depend on the
support of Park employees at Katahdin Stream, Abol, Togue Pond, the Visitor
Center, and Headquarters to build positive relations between this user group and
the Park. To read a summary of the season or view statistics for long distance
hikers, please see the I/E Appendix in this report.

Volunteers

This year management of the day-to-day duties of the I/E division could not have
been maintained if park volunteer Laurie Rich had not volunteered to take over
most of the logistics of the Economic Impact Survey, as described elsewhere in
this report. Her husband, Doug, graciously filled her coordinator role during her
absence in August when she took a trip to Alaska. It was a blessing to have her
during this effort and we fully appreciate all the other volunteer projects she does
with the Park as well!

Sally Wilder is mentioned above as well, under the discussion of the Traveler Mt
model. Sally is the mother of FOB member Libby Wilder. When Libby heard that
the model existed but still needed artistic detailing, she checked with Sally, who
was happy to lend her talents to the project. Park Director Jensen Bissell traveled
down to Sally’s farm in Norridgewock to pick up and transport the finished model
to South Branch Pond campground.
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Another volunteer project which began in December is being handled by
volunteer Anne Huntington. She has volunteered to try to locate collections made
in Baxter, as well as create a complete inventory of research done in the Park
over the years. This is a valuable project requiring a lot of legwork as well as
computer time. The results should be a very useful addition to Park files as well
as a resource to help prospective researchers determine how their proposal fits
into the context of work already done in the Park.

As described under the monitoring section, Dorcas Miller and Chloe Chunn
contributed their time and efforts to conducting the High Elevation Bird Survey of
North Traveler.

Work-study Intern

BSP was fortunate to find Michelle
Purcell to fill the need of a work-study
student to help enter survey data in the
late fall . Michelle began in December to
help enter data from completed
Economic Impact surveys. She quickly
finished that work and moved on to other
tasks, assisting several staff members
before her work-study funds were
exhausted in the spring of 2008. Michelle
lives in East Millinocket and is pursuing a
degree in Social Work from U ME
Augusta with course work in East
Millinocket at University College. The
opportunity to work with reservations, SFMA, trails and accounting offices in
addition to the office of the naturalist, gave Michelle a well-rounded introduction
to the variety of duties and positions at the Park. The I/E division is particularly
thankful to Michelle for her invaluable help with the survey data, formatting the
Junior Ranger booklet, and her help in office re-organizing. She undertook a
diversity of tasks with humor and an eye for detail, completing everything, in
many cases, while improving the original product.

Michelle Purcell, 2007 -2008
work- study intern

Training Received/Conferences Attended

May:“No Child Left Inside”, Schoodic Research and Educational Center,
Acaida NP. The discussion was based on Richard Louv’s bestselling
book, “Last Child in the Woods”. Officials representing state, federal and
non-profit conservation and educational organizations and agencies
listened to presentations and worked in small groups to address various
aspects of the problem of people losing their connection to the natural
world and outdoor experiences. A number of initiatives and proposals
grew out of this event, which served as a springboard to catalyze greater
collaboration between all the participants attending. We returned with an
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increased desire to engage the young visitors to Baxter as well as some
inspiration for new projects focused on youth and families.(Jean)

July 15-20,Josselyn Botanical Society, University of New England,
Biddeford, annual meeting and field trips (Jean).

September, one day course on Upland Invasive Plants, Gisland Farm,
Maine Audubon Society. Falmouth. Sponsored by the Maine Forest
Service, this was our first chance to learn about invasive species causing
problems or anticipated to cause problems in Maine’s forest and to learn
about some of the detection and control methods currently recommended.
The afternoon field component was a trip to Mackworth Island to view
several sites Bureau of Public Lands had treated to prevent spread of
several invasive species. Mackworth Island already had certain invasive
species established and the Patriot’s Day storm of '07 created several
openings, with downed trees. BPL decided to take action because these
openings, adjacent to established populations of invasives, would be
vulnerable to rapid colonization that could effectively disrupt the normal
processes and community development of the island vegetation. (Marcia
and Jean)

September 14-16, New England Environmental Education Association
annual conference in Smithfield, ME. This was one of Marcia’s first
opportunities to represent the Park in her new position and she developed
many contacts important to the Park and brought back program resources
vital to our continued efforts to improve. The “No Child Left Inside”
underscored the importance of participating in these local and regional
efforts as much as possible. The contacts made and the information,
resources and techniques shared give us a common basis for
communicating when we need assistance with educational challenges in
our home agency.

September 27, James Gustave Speth, George Mitchell Environmental
Lecture series, Orono. Speth discussed the connection between
environmental degradation and human happiness. The underlying theme
was the importance of places like Baxter State Park in providing humans
the necessary settings to recharge and reclaim their most basic and
fundamental feelings of wellness and wholeness (Marcia).
September-December, “Introduction to Microsoft ‘07”, Katahdin Area
Technical College, East Millinocket. (Marcia and Jean).

October 26-27, Critical Incident Support Training in Waterville. This course
provides agency personnel the necessary background to be able to offer
support to BSP staff during and following workplace crises that may
occur.(Marcia)
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Research and Special Use Permits

Director’'s Research Committee

A meeting of the Director’'s Research committee was held on April 4, in Augusta
at the Department of Conservation building. This was the first meeting of the
committee since the appointment of Jensen Bissell as Park Director and it was
our intent to give committee members an opportunity to meet him and converse
on topics concerning research in the Park. A number of topics was covered,
including the Diapensia study by Hannah Vollmer of Sterling College and a
proposal from Seth Birkel to place a permanent weather station in the Park. The
weather station proposal was approved, with modifications. DRC member Dave
Courtemanch introduced Roy Bouchard who discussed an initiative DEP is
working on to assess and monitor aquatic communities in Maine. He said he
would keep the Park informed and asked Jensen to consider whether selected
Park waters could be part of the initiative.

Jensen told the group that the Friends of Baxter group was interested in helping
further research in the

Park and staff had

suggested that we

needed a complete

listing of research that

had already happened

as well as the locations

of various collections of

Park resources. The

DRC members present

agreed that this could

be a useful tool for

them as well as any

prospective

researchers.

Research Projects
Kimmie Beal, a botany
graduate student at
University of Vermont,
contacted the Park to explain her research project, “Long-term Change at the
Forest-Tundra Ecotone in Northern New England”. Ms. Beal’'s primary request for
the season of 2007 was bunk space while she hiked Katahdin to take photos to
replicate photos taken decades ago. She is hoping photographic records will
indicate whether or not there has been an observable change in the elevation of
treeline on New England mountains. She visited the Park on August 18-19 and
reported success in re-locating many of the locations of original historic photos
she had obtained from sources such as the archives of the AMC in Boston. Her
research proposal can be viewed in its entirety in the I/E Appendix of this report.

One of Kim Beal’s photos, replicating histo ric
photos, used to study changes in treeline due
to climate change
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Special Use Permits

Steve Kahl of the University of New Hampshire, requested a waiver of the out-of-
state vehicle fee to enter the Park in November for water collection samples for
ongoing water quality analysis.

Isaac Holub, in accordance with the BSP Media Policy, was granted a permit to
film BSP Ranger | Jodi T. Browning on the job October 31, 2007, as part of his
degree program.

Monitoring/ Inventory Work

High Elevation Bird Surveys

Katahdin High Elevation Bird Surveys were conducted on June 14 .This year we
transitioned to carrying MP3 players with small folding speakers, instead of small
tape player/recorder unit, for the playback portion of the survey. While the survey
collects detailed information on five focus species, if the Bicknell's Thrush is not
heard, the survey protocol specifies the broadcast of a playback of the Bicknell’s
call and song to lure in any undetected individuals. Bicknell’'s Thrushes are
sometimes notoriously reluctant to reveal themselves and the dense habitat they
favor rules out obtaining a visual confirmation in many cases, hence the reason a
playback is required when no individuals have been detected in habitat known to
typically support this species. Luckily, this year there were some excellent
encounters with Bicknell's at survey stops where they are typically heard, so
there was no need to use the playback.

A separate team of volunteers took on the North Traveler High Elevation Bird
Survey. Dorcas Miller and Chloe Chunn climbed North Traveler in the wee hours
of June 16. Experienced birders, they documented not only the five focus species
of the survey but the whole suite of species heard in this setting and along the
hike. While there was no detection of any Bicknell’'s Thrushes during the survey
or playback session, there was a particular surprising number of Nashville
Warblers. We are sincerely appreciative of their assistance in the effort to
monitor Baxter bird populations for comparison with similar habitats in the New
England region.

2007 Katahdin Arctic Survey

On July 3, we were scheduled to conduct the annual BSP trailside survey for
Katahdin Arctic butterflies. The day was not ideal for this survey because it was
somewhat overcast. Heavy rains on a regular basis for the week prior, with the
most recent heavy rains within 18 hours of the hike, combined with a cool
temperature of 62 degrees and winds above Saddle Slide gusting at times over
10 mph, made conditions less than ideal for viewing this species. Without a lot
of leeway in the work schedule to re-schedule the survey, and on the chance
conditions might improve, the survey began as planned.
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At 10:34 AM on July 3, 2007, the survey began at the top of Saddle Slide. Upon
encountering members of the trail crew working to repair erosion damage in
“Saddle Trench”, we were informed to check in with Headquarters via the Park
radio. We learned that a diabetic hiker had stayed overnight on Katahdin, after
hiking up the Hunt Trail; his spouse indicated that he would likely need
assistance to descend the mountain but first we needed to locate him. We
proceeded rapidly to the other side of the peak, where we encountered SCA Jeff
Sweeney from trail crew, who was assisting the individual to walk. For the next
several hours, our collective energy was devoted to monitoring and assisting
this individual. By late afternoon, joined by BSP Advisory members Michael
Perry and Carla Ritchie, we prepared the gravely ill hiker for helicopter transport
to an ambulance at the Millinocket airport, which was arranged by BSP Ranger
Rob Tice. It was late in the day by the time the hiker was flown away and we
headed back along the survey route, with rain threatening overhead. No
Katahdin Arctics were counted this day. A footnote to this report is that when
training was being provided on a hike on Katahdin with the trail crew on June
18, we counted seven (7) confirmed sightings of Katahdin Arctic individuals
along the same route we use during surveys! This is the earliest in the season
we have recorded multiple confirmed sightings of this species. It also provided
an excellent training opportunity for trail crew members who would be spending
a significant number of hours over the summer working in the habitat of the
Katahdin Arctic. Attempts to survey again later in the month were hampered by
weather and schedule constraints. However, conversations with trail crew
members working above treeline subsequent to the July 3 yielded no reports of
Katahdin Arctic sightings during their field season, which ran through the first
week of August. It is possible that the heavy rains between June 18 and July 3
as well as any storms after that date, impacted either the emergence or survival
of this year’s crop of Katahdin Arctic butterflies.

Loon Count

Our 2007 Loon Count for Maine Audubon’s loon monitoring efforts was
conducted on Saturday July 21. 32 volunteers surveyed 19 ponds from 7AM-
7:30 AM. Refer to the I/E Appendix of the report for results on each pond
surveyed. Special thanks to MCC Wilderness Educator Mei-Ling Cheung for
coordinating and to the following volunteers for their observations:

Ada Angotti Holly Hamilton (plus 4 volunteers)
Rod Angotti Bob Howes
Tonya Bubar Jean Howes
Mei-Ling Cheung Charity Levasseur
Kourtney Collum Dean Levasseur
Paul Corrigan Matthew Martin
Becky Drennan Mike Martin,
Diane Freelove Kevin Osborne
Jennifer Gardner Tracy Osborne
Loren Goode Laurie Rich

Greg Hamer Gabe Williamson
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Marcia Williamson Rich and Rachel Ste. Croix
Alton White Jodi Tollett-Browning
Bruce White

This year was a very good year for the loons in the Park; for the first time in
several years, the Wassataquoik Island loon was successful in reproduction,
fledging not one but two juveniles! Rangers Greg Hamer, Brendan Curran, Rich
Elliott, and Tom Bell deserve recognition for finishing the new log lean-to on
Wassataquoik Island in a very short time, and on the loon’s time schedule! Their
diligence and promptness allowed the loon nesting cycle to occur without
disruption. The floating buoy line introduced by Russell Pond Ranger Greg
Hamer also likely contributed to this happy outcome. In another location, Kidney
Pond loons have also been plagued with unsuccessful efforts but this year, they
fledged a chick as well! (It should be noted, that there is no certainty that either
the Wassataquoik pair or the Kidney Pond pair are the same pairs that have
frequented the pond in recent years) Consideration is being given to using a
floating buoy line around the Kidney Pond nest as well.

Results of Loon Egg Testing

As part of the larger discussion of loon reproductive success and the general
health of the loon population in the Park, in 2006, Park Director Jensen Bissell
granted permission for the failed loon egg from Wassataquoik Island to be
tested for mercury. The egg was no longer being incubated and was salvaged in
early August. Since it is unusual for the Park to salvage a failed egg rather than
let it decompose in the field, Jensen asked for a more complete analysis,
including testing for organochlorine (OC) pesticides and polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCB). Because the loon is long-lived and a consumer of fish, it is
considered vulnerable to the effects of biomagnification and bioaccumulation of
Mercury. The egg was taken to the Biodiversity Research Institute in Gorham,
Maine. This organization routinely submits Maine loon eggs from various
locations in the state for analysis and offered to send our egg along with their
samples. The eggs were sent to Texas A & M Trace Element Research
Laboratory (TERL) for mercury analysis then on to TDI-Brooks International, B &
B Laboratories, Inc for PCB and pesticide analysis. The results usually take
more than a year and in this case, a key lab technician at the TERL lab
experienced health emergencies in his family, hence the long wait since August
2006. Results were made available in time for the printing of this annual report.
Lucas Savoy, of Biodiversity Research Institute, interpreted the technical
aspects of the report as follows:

“The key number is the HG (mercury) parts per million, wet weight value
(ppm,ww). The egg had a mercury level of 0.69486 (ppm,ww). This is
considered a moderate level of mercury for a loon egg, so all in all, not much of
a concern with mercury levels for that egg. | also included a paper we published
on loon egg mercury levels across North America. On page 75, there is a table
that summarizes egg mercury levels and their associated risk. You can see the
range where the Baxter egg falls. . . .Looking at the results (of the three eggs we
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sent plus the Baxter egg), you can (also) see, the Baxter egg was much lower in
total PCB’s and pesticides than the other 3 loon eggs we had run with them. We
also ran three eggs from Massachussetts in 2003 for total PCB’s and they had a
mean of 1.68 (ppm,ww), where as the Baxter egg was 0.698(ppm,ww). We also
have data from the USFWS from 2002, and three eggs from Maine had a mean
of 0.91 (ppm,ww). So in all, the Baxter egg appears to be at a lower PCB level
than most loon eggs that have been tested from Maine and Massachusetts A
biologist here, Wing Goodale ran a large dataset of bird eggs, including loon
eggs, from Maine this past summer and is going to be releasing a report in a
couple of weeks. | will pass that report to you when he makes it available. It will
provide another good comparison to these results.”

BRI's paper on loon egg mercury levels across North America reports that “loon
eggs from northeastern North America are generally in higher risk categories
than those from other areas of North America, with some areas in Maine, new
Hampshire and Nova Scotia containing loon eggs that are likely not hatching
because of environmental MeHG transfer.” While the findings on one egg are
not conclusive, the results were encouraging in the sense that this particular
loon egg carried less burden of contaminants than many in the Northeast. While
reassuring, the results remind us of our continued stewardship responsibilities to
the environment both in the Park and as citizens of the larger world.

Mountain Plant Watch

Mountain Plant Watch is a program designed to track Five (5) focus species on
mountains throughout the Northeast as they progress through phenological
stages of winter conditions, bud swelling, flowering, flower shedding, fruiting, and
seed dispersal. The field observations for each location are sent to the research
department of the Appalachian Mt. Club for compilation along with results from all
the other New England sites. This year, we recorded and submitted observations
from our five Katahdin plant stations on ten different field days, between June 14,
2007- September 14, 2007. Information on this citizen science initiative and the
results for various regions can be viewed at this link:
http://www.outdoors.org/conservation/mountainwatch/alpine-flower-watch.cfm

Purple Loosestrife Surveys

The shores of Matagamon Lake were checked on July 25, August 4, August 12,
and August 21, 2007, for the invasive wetland plant, Purple Loosestrife. On the
August 21 survey, BSP Ranger Il Barry MacArthur provided the generous
assistance of a motor boat ride to some portions of shoreline that were of
concern, but had not examined up close. The time in this area was also used to
monitor other plant populations of special concern on the north end as well. This
is the first year in several that no Purple Loosestrife plants were found.

Mountain Patrol

A total of 64 mountain patrols were conducted in the 2007 hiking season. An
overwhelming number of these patrol days were Class Il days, 47 days, versus
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17 Class | days. Mei-Ling Cheung, MCC and Sarah Clayton, SCA did the
majority of these patrols. The maximum number encountered at one time at
Baxter Peak was 50 people and the maximum number of hikers encountered by
a patroller on a single patrol day was 141 people. The average number of people
viewed at various locations was 8 people, much lower than many years but this
may be a reflection of the high percentage of Class Il days patrollers were
working. Bad weather creates lower visibility and invites fewer hikers in general.
July is the month we have the highest number of patrols. This is important for
resource protection reasons. However for several years now, the number of
August patrols has been only a third of what we can provide in July, due to the
12-week summer SCA position leaving in early August, along with the summer
Trail Crew SCA. This lack of coverage during the most critical month will be
addressed in the 2008 season with a late summer SCA joining the MCC in
alternate weekend patrols of Katahdin. Hopefully, this will increase the
percentage of August patrols each summer. For all the charts related to Mt
Patrol, check the I/E Appendix of this report.

Moose Patrols

Mei-Ling Cheung performed several
moose patrols, mostly at Sandy Stream
Pond and Stump Pond and Sarah
Clayton performed one moose patrol.
The newly completed raised gravel
platform at Stump Pond encourages
visitors to concentrate their impact and
give the moose more room to
maneuver in this small area and along
the shoreline without feeling crowded.
While the moose patrols are important,
they do not have the quantitative
aspect of the mountain patrols, but are instead an opportunity to educate visitors
and make note of any trail problems or signs needing replacing, etc. We
concentrate moose patrols after mid July, but will do them earlier if human/moose
interactions at a particular site are problematic.

Stump Pond Gravel Viewing
Platform built by SCA

Katahdin Lake Vegetation Survey

Part of the planning process for the newly-gifted Katahdin Lake parcel included

the arrangement for a detailed survey of the plants found on the trail to the
camps from Avalanche Field as well as the
camp lease parcel. Priorities included
documenting any rare or invasive species
as well as making recommendations
regarding such species if found.

L to R: J . Hoekwater, M . Williamson, A .
Dibble and H. Hamilton, Katahdin Lake
Wilderness Camps



On July 27, staff and consulting botanist Alison Dibble, of Stewards LLC, hiked
into Katahdin Lake. Special attention was paid by her to the trail relocations in
wet spots on the way in, and then she canvassed the area surrounding the rental
camps for the remainder of the next two days. Her final report was submitted to
the Park Director and was included in his proposal for the Katahdin Lake parcel.
To view this planning document, check the I/E Appendix section of this report.

Field Patrols

The | & E division makes an effort to get to as many places as possible in the
summer after taking care of necessary field surveys. As usual, there were
several foot patrols to Chimney Pond during the season, for various reasons, in
addition to the usual trips through while conducting plant, bird, and butterfly
surveys. In late June, Jean hiked into Katahdin Lake to view the red pine trees
Mei-Ling planted to help revegetate a logging landing. Jean, Marcia, and Jensen
also hiked into Katahdin Lake in July to post signs at the new rental canoe site,
down the shore from the camps. In late July, Jean and Marcia joined Bart
DeWolfe and his seasonal field crew to learn about natural resource inventory
protocol being used on lands adjacent to the Park. In August, Jean assisted with
a canoe trip for the Forest Guild on Matagamon Lake. Jean joined a group on a
hike to Twin Ponds in early September, looking over the area for abandoned
camping equipment. In September, Marcia hiked the AT with Sandie from Daicey
Pond to Abol Bridge. Jean and Marcia also hiked Sentinel Mt. with BSP Business
Manager Elizabeth Johnston in September.
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