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C.  Scientific Forest Management Area 

Something About a Tree 
 

If I could learn the secrets of the tree, 
The Art of living fully in one spot, 

Of using wisely that which is my lot. 
 

To grow above my lesser company, 
Though still a part of my community. 
To fight the menace of an inner rot, 

Or outer parasite, for one cannot 
Of all such enemies be wholly free. 

 
If I could learn to alternate the days 

Of strong production with the days of rest, 
And in my older years provide the best 
Of strength, of beauty and of shaded 

ways. 
 

How fortunate indeed my life would be, 
If I had all the power of a tree. 

 
~~ Clark L. Stevens ~~ 
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Chair Joe Wiley presents walking sticks. 

SFMA Advisors in processor-cut small gap. 

 

SFMA Advisory Committee 
The SFMA Advisors gathered for their annual spring meeting on May 2 at Montes International 
in Bangor. This was a new venue for the 
committee, providing a casual set up in a sun-filled 
room. Discussion topics included a review of 
harvests, markets, visitor use and monitoring 
results from the 2006-2007 operating year. Future 
operations were also discussed. As the end of a 
20-year management cycle on the forest 
approaches, the project of re-entering stands that 
were first treated in the late 1980’s is being 
considered and that the majority of harvest activity 
will be north of Webster Stream within two to three 
years. 

As reported last year, 2006 brought the 
resignation of two charter members of the SFMA 
Advisory Committee whose commitment, passion 
for forestry and valuable advice have been greatly 
missed. Mel Ames served the SFMA for 20 years and Bob Seymour for 25.  To honor their 
extraordinary service, Mac Browning created and presented a special certificate of recognition. 
The committee members presented Mel & Bob with walking sticks carved by Loren Goode 
from beech saplings from the SFMA. 
 
The committee met for its annual fall field tour on September 20. There was a good turnout 
that was greatly appreciated because this group is made up of some very canny individuals 
who offer us very useful and often divergent perspectives on forest management issues. That 
bright, warm Thursday involved a visit to a 
January harvest in the area north of Thissell Bog. 
The area had been cut previously in the early 
1980s and had abundant softwood in the mid-
story and understory, but with lots of deer sign in 
the area. Three different treatments were applied, 
and discussed with the advisors in the context of 
deer winter habitat. 
 
After lunch, a lively discussion took place around 
the issue of protocols for salvage harvesting.  
Natural disturbances play a significant role in 
shaping the character of Acadian forests. Some 
disturbance agents are cyclic in nature – e.g., the 
spruce budworm – and thus will consider that 
when formulating management strategies that will 
shape forest structure. Other agents are not cyclic and therefore not predictable.  The 
possibility of severe windstorms and forest fires resulting in widespread mortality are likely to 
occur at some point, but when, what & where are unknown. When dead and dying trees litter 
the landscape, managers feel an urgent need to act quickly, but swift action, without prior 

Forest Management and Administration  
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strategizing, might make the situation worse rather than better. Therefore progressive work to 
identify guidelines for analyzing where on the landscape and under what conditions will be 
undertaken salvage harvests as the need arises continues. The issues are complex, but are 
working to have protocols worked out before they are needed.  
 
Forest Certification 
Since initial Forest Stewardship Council certification as a well-managed forest in 2000, the 
SFMA has undergone one recertification and six annual audits – also known as surveillances 
in the forest certification auditing vocabulary. The audits are conducted to verify BSP SFMA  
compliance with FSC standards of practice. This year BSP was fortunate to have Charlie 
Levesque, of Innovative Resource Solutions, conduct the audit under subcontract to SGS.  
Charlie has a great deal of experience in many aspects of forest management across the 
northern forest region and in forest certification auditing. His curiousity and many discerning 
questions caused us to pause and take a step back to view our management from a larger 
perspective.  
 
Some of the questions, which will bear consideration, particularly as we move through the third 
decade of active management, include how to allocate regeneration cuts across a forest where 
multi-cohort stands comprise an increasingly larger percentage of the area; how does SFMA 
management fit within the context of the larger landscape; how does the acreage in forwarder 
trails affect treatments in the stand area between trails; what strategies will be utilized in the 
face of pest outbreaks or invasions by non-native species. 
 

Forest Operations 
 
Weather 
April showers bring May flowers is an old saying that didn’t quite apply in 2007!  More 
appropriately, perhaps, would be April snows brought May woes. Late winter snow storms 
hampered efforts to get back into the woods, but harvest operations commenced the first week 
of June. Continued cool, wet weather in June and early July were troublesome, but mid-July to 
early October were excellent for operations as well as for tours. Following eight (8) inches of 

rain in three weeks, operations were shut down 
in the last week of October. Rain and snow in 
November left the woods soggy and cold – 
although not cold enough to freeze. 
 
Winter began with considerable December 
snowfall.  Although the ground remained 
unfrozen, the depth of snow allowed harvest 
operations to resume on December 17. The 
winter continued with regular foot-or-so at a time 
snowfalls and widely fluctuating temperatures.  
Colder weather prevailed through the month of 
March, which allowed us to complete all planned 
winter blocks and move all our wood to the mills. 
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Director Bissell inspects the winter wood. 

Wood Products Markets 
A slumping housing market generally means a slump in forest products sales and 
manufacturing. Although none of our current markets have actually closed the doors, several 
have taken temporary shut downs or cut back on shifts. Slowing purchases of dimension 
lumber and other wood-based construction products have caused mills either to stockpile 
inventory or sell below-cost. Neither is conducive to stable (or increased) pricing for raw 
materials. Some, although not all, mills increased delivered prices slightly during the winter 
months, which helped offset a tremendous jump in fuel prices. These types of increases are 
passed through to our contractor and therefore 
do not help boost the SFMA’s bottom line. 
Generally, it is expected that mill-delivered 
prices will continue to stagnate for the 
foreseeable future. Increases in fuel prices 
literally have logging and trucking contractors 
contemplating ceasing operations. Less in-
woods production could lead to higher prices 
due competition for limited supplies, but only if 
the mills keep running. 
 
Hardwood pulpwood and logs and spruce/fir 
studwood were sold to two new markets – 
Seven Islands in Ashland and Timber Resource 
Group, respectively. TRG purchases wood for a 
number of mills, but our logs are delivered to 
Huber Resources log yard in Dolby and then 
moved by rail to Megantic, Quebec. From there 
they are trucked to the saw mill. 
 
Consumer interest in “green-certified” building continues to increase, but to date LEEDS 
standards do not emphasize use of wood (versus other materials, which are not renewable 
and are more energy intensive to manufacture), although some Maine mills are positioning 
themselves to be able to sell “green-certified” lumber, if demand arises. Interestingly, eight 
years after initial FSC-certification, the SFMA received its first (very small) price premium not 
for saw logs, but for spruce/fir pulpwood. 
 
Given the steady inquiries from tonewood buyers, the decision was made to start looking for 
suitable logs in all our harvest blocks rather than just in the Frost Pond Forest.  (Tonewood is 
wood that is used to make musical instruments.) Eighteen spruce logs from the winter harvests 
were set aside to be viewed by buyers. Two were sold, but very few stems actually grow long 
enough and under all the right conditions to become suitable for use by luthiers. Given that  
tonewood buyers are visiting mills to which we sell logs and the amount of extra handling and 
tracking  required for us to separate potential tonewood in the normal course of operations, the 
practice of continued sorting these logs routinely will not continue. 
 
Pelltier Brothers, Inc. Personnel 
A critical element of successful forest management is the contractors who carry out  
management directives. The SFMA is extremely fortunate to have a long-term working 
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Operator Clint Morrow shows a visitor the 
finer points of the harvester. 

relationship with the primary contractor, Pelletier Brothers, Inc. President Eldon Pelletier and 
Vice-president Rudy Pelletier, keep the overall operation running smoothly. 
 
Forwarder operator Dean Slauenwhite’s experience in the SFMA extends back to the early 
1990s when the first cut-to-length system began operating north of Webster Stream.   
Processor operator Clint Morrow completed his fifth year working on the Park during this 

operating season. Without their professionalism, skill, 
work ethic and willingness to try new approaches, 
meeting the needs of silvicultural and operational 
objectives each year would be difficult. 
 
While harvesting, forwarding, and sorting the wood is 
a large part of SFMA logging operation, loading and 
hauling products to market is another critical part of 
the overall economic success. During the summer and 
fall, this was accomplished on a periodic basis – when 
enough volume accrued, the transportation crews 
arrived and spent several days loading and trucking 
the wood to various markets. During the snowy, dark, 
cold winter months, however, truck driver Steve 
Gilman almost single-handedly loaded and 
transported the + 3500 cords that were cut between 
mid-December and the end of March. 
 
Essential to the logging operation, SFMA access 
roads are constructed, maintained and plowed by 
equipment operators with many years experience, 
requiring a minimal amount of instruction from and 
oversight by Park staff. Grader operator Gary Pelletier 
and  excavator operator Brian Boutilier did nearly all 
the road work this year – all of which occurred in a 
timely, efficient and professional manner. 
 
As with most everything to do with the Park, what 

happens in the field is all that is visible to most staff and the public. Nonetheless, the folks who 
keep track of what is harvested by whom, delivered from which harvest unit (by whom) to 
which mill - when - and how much it weighs, work quietly behind the scenes week-in and 
week-out with little notice or recognition – except when there’s a mistake, which happens ever-
so-very rarely. Comptroller Reggie Beaulieu keeps track of accounts and clerk Rhonda Arioz 
enters delivery data diligently for each and every load of wood that leaves the SFMA. 
 
Harvesting 
While wet weather during late spring and early summer and again in the late fall hampered 
operations again this year, a dry summer and early fall worked to our advantage. Early 
snowfall allowed us to begin winter operations in mid-December despite a lack of cold weather 
and frozen ground. The continued deep snow cover throughout the winter avoided any 
shutdowns despite several rain events. Towards the end of the season, the snow depth began 
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Final shelterwood harvest with reserves. 

hampering the mobility of the machinery, but we were nonetheless able to meet our harvest 
objectives and the one crew working this operating year met its expected production. 
Harvesting took place on two management polygons following a significant wind event in early 
August. One area, across from the picnic shelter on the Wadleigh Mountain Road, had a 
residual overstory of larger, mature aspen following a February/March 2007 harvest that had 
removed a significant amount of declining balsam fir and white spruce.  The other area, on the 
Hudson Gap Road, also had an overstory structure of predominantly mature aspen and 
balsam fir.  Fortunately, this unit was scheduled for treatment, but the amount of downed 
material turned it into a salvage operation. Processor operator Clint Morrow was able to 
accomplish the salvage on both blocks in a skillful 
manner with minimal damage to the residual stand. 
 
Operations moved north of Webster Stream for 
winter 2008 harvests. Two areas that had been 
strip-cut in 1990 were well-regenerated both in and 
between the strips with predominantly conifer 
seedlings and saplings ranging from 6-inches to 20-
feet or more tall. Both were treated with a final 
shelterwood harvest with reserves, leaving well-
stocked, twenty-year old stands with a good deal of 
taller, mature residual overstory structure. A third 
unit, previously harvested in 1995, also received an 
overstory removal with reserves. 
 
The single-grip processor in small-gap harvesting in 
management polygons have continue to be used 
where that is determined to be the most appropriate treatment. Previously, the operations have 
been set up with forwarder trails set two-hundred feet apart and with the gaps consisting of 50’ 
wide by 100’ long (~ 0.1 acre) rectangles cut adjacent to the forwarder trails. During 2008 
winter operations we implemented a new type of small-gap treatment, which again consisted of 
forwarder trails set 200’ apart. Instead of rectangular gaps, however, a clover-leaf like 
formation, consisting of four (4) tangent circles, each ~ 50’ in diameter was utilized, resulting in 
~ 0.2 acre openings.  
 
As with prior small-gap harvests, every effort was made to leave regeneration undamaged and 
to leave snags and cavity trees and legacy trees where there was a good chance they would 

remain wind firm.  This treatment was 
implemented in two places – both of which had 
been partially harvested previously, one in 1991 
and one in 1995. 
 
From a harvesting perspective, this configuration 
was quite efficient, since the diameter of the 
circles was equivalent to the reach of the 
harvester boom. Forwarding was a bit problematic 
since traveling into and out of each individual 
circle created a highly impacted area in the center 
of the gap. Both areas were cut on deep snow, so 
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2007 road construction (yellow) 

Building the connector and the view from the Tote Road of the newly completed Lynx Road. 

we have not yet had a chance to view the outcomes without snow cover. The technique shows 
promise, however, and clearly will contribute to a management objective of creating multi-
layered forest stands. 
 
Access 
After more than two years of planning, the Lynx Road became a reality in July. Providing quick 
and simple travel between the Tote Road and the Wadleigh Mountain Road, this short 
connector was built primarily to simplify access to the SFMA for tour groups. It has also 
allowed us to close out one mile of the difficult-to-maintain Black Brook Service Road from 
Wagon Wheel turn to the SFMA boundary just north of the BBS Area and, unexpectedly, has 
provided simpler administrative winter access between Trout Brook Farm and Webster Lake. 

Access to the SFMA north of Webster Stream is via the Bureau of Public Lands’ Coffeelos 
Road, which turns east off the Telos Road just north of Chamberlain Bridge. Shortly west of 
the Park boundary, the road takes a 90° turn, plunges down a steep grade, across a brook, 
back uphill and takes another 90° turn all within about one-tenth of a mile. Although not difficult 
to navigate in a 
pickup truck, 
negotiating the 
turns and grades is 
trickier in an 
eighteen-wheeled 
vehicle loaded with 
30-plus tons of 
wood – particularly 
when the road is 
covered with snow 
and ice. To 
improve safety, we 
reconstructed 
about 8000’ of old 
logging road, 
which now 
connects the 
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Wildcat scratch pad 

TOTALS PER YEAR
2001 - 2007
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Coffeelos Road and our Hagus Road and eliminates the steep grades and sharp turns for 
winter operations. 
 
Monitoring 
Utilizing cover object arrays (COAs), 2007 marked our seventh year of monitoring upland 
salamanders. Each 
monitored site consists of an 
array of small boards placed 
directly on the forest floor.  
The cover objects provide a 
cool, moist site for 
salamanders to rest. The 
purpose of the monitoring is 
to determine if our 
management activities may 
be affecting populations of 
these sensitive wildlife 
species. In reviewing the 
data, it seems they might be 
more useful if we had 
something else to which to 
compare them. For example, each year, we conduct loon counts on certain ponds in the Park.  
While the data are interesting, they are more meaningful in the context of all the loon count 
data collected regionally or statewide. To this end, we hope to link our amphibian monitoring to 
a larger data network in the future. 

In the winter of 2008 we began utilizing a new survey protocol to monitor for the presence of 
Canada lynx in the SFMA. Prior wild cat monitoring involved hanging shiny objects in the forest 
and attaching scratch pads to nearby trees. The shiny objects attract a cat’s attention and, 
hypothetically, when they come to investigate will rub against the pad, leaving hair behind, 
which can be collected and identified. Since the scratch ad method met with very limited 

success, the deciision was made to try the Maine IF&W track 
survey protocols.This involves snowmobiling 50 – 80 kilometers 
(~30 – 50 miles) of roads 24 – 72 hours following a snow event, 
watching for tracks and, if found, recording a number of 
measurements, marking a GPS location and photographing the 
tracks. 

A January 16 “dry run” covered 25 km of road south of Webster 
Stream.  No lynx tracks were spotted, but it was a good learning 
experience that allowed us to adjust our procedures before 
gathering a larger number of people to try to cover all the SFMA 
roads within the ideal 24 – 48 hour survey window. On February 
12, conditions were about as good as one could hope for in terms 
of the appropriate survey window and snow conditions.  The 

weather was spectacular, the snow very deep and nary a track was spotted by any of the 4 
teams that surveyed all the SFMA roads that day. We know that some of our forest types 
would not be expected to support lynx. Elsewhere, however, dense conifer regeneration 
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provides the right type of cover, but the SFMA is surrounded by many townships where even-
aged stands are in just the right stage of development to support hare, and thus lynx, so it is 
not altogether surprising that we have not seen any in the Park. 

Seasonal Staff & Volunteers  
Forestry Aide 
Kevin Osborne returned to the SFMA for his fourth consecutive year, working from May 
through November. His increasing familiarity with our operations and his expanding skill level 
make him a valuable addition to our staff. Among his many contributions to  successful 
operations in 2007 were: 
·  Assisting with several tours for BSP staff, as well as for the SFMA Advisory committee and 

field staff from the Northern Forest Center. 
·  Roadside mowing along the Wadleigh Mountain and Hemlock roads. 
·  Pre- and post-operational cruising and 10-year post harvest cruising. 
·  Crew camp maintenance and winterization. 
·  Assisting with Trail Crew chainsaw training. 
·  Trail maintenance. 
·  Collecting COA and water temperature data. 
·  Road raking. 
·  Helping to coordinate volunteer activities. 
·  Clearing the Forestry-In-Action trail. 
·  Installing a new sill on the Webster Lake camp. 
 
Volunteers 
We were again fortunate to have several individuals who chose to spend 300 hours of spare 
time volunteering their energy and expertise to help us accomplish several projects both in the 
SFMA and on the Katahdin Lake parcel. 
 

Volunteer  Project(s)  Hours  

Jim Hamlin Close out and stabilize the Black Brook Service Road.  
Help clear F-I-A Trail 

50 

Tom Goetz Put together pre-fab outhouse at Webster Outlet campsite.  
Help install new sill on Webster camp. 

50 

Jessie Seymour Locating / flagging / painting property lines. 16 
Gabe Perkins Locating / flagging / painting property lines. 16 
Colin Widdoes Locating / flagging / painting property lines. 16 

Christine Locating / flagging / painting property lines. 16 
Nick Locating / flagging / painting property lines. 16 

Tracy Osborne Winter-hauling of firewood and other materials to Webster 
camp.  

30 

Kevin Osborne 

Beaver trapping.  Lynx track survey.  Winter-hauling of 
firewood and other materials to Webster camp.  Assisting 
with preparations for winter volunteers.  Post-harvest 
cruising. 

60 

Harry Whelden Planting seedlings on reclaimed log yards. 10 
FoBSP Raking, cleaning F-I-A trail. 12 

Laura Audibert Summer night bird survey. 8 



40 
 

Northern Forest Center employees returned as volunteers 
in March ‘08 to locate, flag and paint boundary lines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information & Education and Public Relations 
 
“I want this township to become a show place for those interested in forestry; a place where a 
continuing timber crop can be cultivated, harvested and sold; where reforestation and scientific 
cutting will be employed; an example and an inspiration to others.” ~Percival P. Baxter, 1955~ 
 

Forest management and administration work is what creates the show place – the example, in 
which to inspire others – and therefore that work will always be the principle focus.  If, 
however, that work – either successful or otherwise - is not put on display, an important part of 
the mission will go unmet. With the completion of our primary infrastructure and, for the most 
part, designation of  the forested land base into five management categories – timber, riparian, 
representative site, benchmark reserve, ecological reserve – we have begun to put increased 
emphasis on meeting our outreach objectives. To that end, we began actively preparing for 
opportunities to interact with a wider audience than just the occasional group of foresters 
wanting to tour the SFMA. 
 
Forestry in Action 
The completion of the Wadleigh Mountain Road in 2005, brought our forest management 
operations to the ‘management mile’ along the Tote Road, creating an excellent opportunity for 
Park visitors to learn about the SFMA’s unique mandate within Baxter State Park and to see 
the forestry work without having to spend an entire day getting there and back. In 2006 
approximately 30 acres bordering the Tote Road were designated as demonstration-acres and 
three different types of harvest treatment were applied. In 2007 a trail meandering through the 
area was laid out, cleared and cleaned. Planning for a self-guided tour began with consultation 
- with our Advisors, BSP Authority members, University of Maine Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism Professor Jessica Leahy and members of the Administration staff - about what and 
how much information we should try to convey. The development of the trail as an outreach 
tool will continue over the next two to three years. 
 
In order to be more visible to passing motorists, the informational kiosks in place at the south 
entrance to the SFMA and on the Tote Road were re-oriented 90° so they now sit 
perpendicular to the road. A poster for each kiosk highlighting various research projects in 
silviculture and wildlife ecology funded through the University of Maine CFRU were requested.*  

                                                 
* Posters were designed to our specifications, printed and laminated at no charge - a benefit to CFRU 
cooperators. 
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Researchers from NC State, Virginia Polytechnic & 
U. Maine discuss SFMA management. 

Forest Guild having lunch at Hudson Pond. Forest Guild tour at Hudson Pond. 

These are attractive, concise posters that will help raise awareness about the scientific basis 
that informs our forest management decisions. 
 
Tours  
In only my second year as Park Resource Manager, my perspective is still quite time-limited, 
but it does seem that 2007 was a busy year for tours. 

·  Kevin Osborne gave a tour to field staff from the Northern Forest Center in June. Founded in 
1997, the Center works through networks and partnerships to build a sustainable economy, 
revitalize local communities and conserve the landscape of the Northern Forest of Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont and New York. Because they work with the Center’s Ways of the 
Woods traveling museum, having a chance to visit a managed forest landscape and 
experience first-hand the harvest machinery used in the SFMA provided these folks with a 
new and valuable perspective. 

·  Five groups of Park staff – many on their own time – toured the SFMA over the course of the 
summer. All involved seemed to enjoy the intra-staff interaction and the opportunity to learn 
more about the “other part” of the Park. These opportunities will be continued in coming 
years. 

·  The U. Maine Cooperative Forestry 
Research Unit (CRFU) hosted the NC State 
/ Virginia Tech Forest Nutrition Cooperative 
for a tour of Maine forests and research from 
July 29 – August 2. As a CFRU cooperator 
we were invited to participate and thus 
hosted four scientists from NC State and VPI 
along with scientists and staff from the 
CFRU and foresters from Katahdin Forest 
Management for an SFMA tour on the 
afternoon of August 1. As is often the case, 
the questions from various outside 
perspectives were interesting and discussion 
was informative for us as well as for our visitors. 

·  A group sponsored by the NE Region of the Forest 
Guild, a national organization of foresters dedicated 
to sustainable and ecologically-sound forest 
management, spent three days visiting the Park in 
August. Mac Browning, assisted by the Park 
Director, led an excellent, day-long hiking tour of 
various SFMA sites for an energetic and interested 
group.  A second day hike on the Wadleigh 
Mountain trail included stops in the Boody Brook 
Natural Area and the Frost Pond Forest. 

 
·  .University of Maine at Fort Kent forestry students 

and their instructor Jeff Dubis spent a late August 
day in the SFMA with Mac Browning. This annual 
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Forestry neighbors from Nova Scotia. 

The History of Human Impacts on the Forested Landscapes of New England class. 

event provides a pleasant opportunity to interact with interested and energetic students. 
 
·  Dean & Clint were, as always, gracious hosts for the “iron” portion of a Friends of Baxter tour 

in September  Although the group was keenly interested in watching the machines work, it 
was surprisingly difficult to coax them to take a look up close  The group was lively and full of 
questions. 

·  A group of Stora Enso employees came to 
visit in October Stora was going through 
FSC certification and these affable folks 
were visiting Maine to see various types of 
red spruce management. Director Bissell 
hosted this group. 

·  Although we often host groups of forestry 
students, David Correa’s class from the 
University of Maine in Farmington was a 
first-ever encounter with a geography class.   
About half the students were enrolled in the 
class and the other half had come along 
because they “always wanted to see Baxter 
Park”. New experiences bring new opportunities. The group asked a lot of interesting (and 
complicated) questions and a lovely autumn afternoon passed rapidly. 
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Other Public Relations 
Mac Browning represented the SFMA at a Forest Guild tour that visited the expanding gap 
research plots at the Penobscot Experimental Forest and then a Bureau of Parks & Lands 
property at Pleasant River Lake  Portions of that parcel are being managed based on the 
SFMA small-gap harvest method, which is based in theory on the U. Maine expanding gap 
research. Former SFMA Advisor Bob Seymour reported that Mac did an excellent job 
explaining the operational ins-and-outs to the group. 
 
Veteran reporter Andy Kekacs visited in 
September  Andy is currently under contract with 
Forests for Maine’s Future – a partnering effort 
between the University of Maine’s Center for 
Sustainable Forest Resources, Maine Forest 
Service, Maine TREE Foundation and Small 
Woodlot Owners of Maine. The SFMA was the 
feature article for the October issue of their 
electronic newsletter, Fresh from the Woods. 
(See: http://forestsformainesfuture.org/)   Mary 
Ellen Bell accompanied us and very ably 
answered Andy’s many questions about the “other 
side of the Park”.  

October brought a visit from U. Maine Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism professor Jessica Leahy.  
Following a tour of the SFMA, we walked through 
the Forestry-in-Action trail. Being naturally 
recreation / interpretation oriented, Dr. Leahy 
provided a number of useful suggestions for 
development of this new resource. We look 
forward to future collaborations with her and her 
students as we continue to develop the I&E 
component of SFMA management. 

Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife 
biologists Mark Caron, Allen Starr, and Lee Kantar 

visited the 
SFMA in 
March. Since 
all are 
somewhat 
“new” to the 
area, we were happy to share information about our 
management philosophies and practices, as well as to 
learn more about their concerns regarding wildlife habitat in 
northern Maine. Although we do not specifically manage 
our forest for deer winter cover, they seemed interested in 
our holistic approach to maintaining a variety of vegetative 
conditions and multi-cohort stands distributed across the 

forest, which provides healthy habitat for many wildlife species, including deer.  
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Pit toilet at Webster Stream 

New privy at Webster Outlet 

Recreation 

Generally speaking, we don’t receive much feedback regarding recreation facilities in the 
SFMA. This year, however, did bring a 
number of comments regarding the privies at 
our outlying campsites.  Although there is no 
official tally, opinion seemed overwhelmingly 
in favor of the newly designed and installed 
facility at Webster Outlet versus older 
versions.  Volunteer Tom Goetz will be 
pleased that his efforts were so well received.  

Data show that the Webster Stream campsite 
receives relatively little use. A review of the 
site has led us to consider relocation.  Mac 
Browning did some preliminary work to see if 
it might be possible to move the lean-to closer to the stream in order to take advantage of the 
scenery and a bit of a breeze. Further discussion led us to consider eliminating the Webster 
Stream site and relocating the lean-to to a site overlooking the bog on the Wadleigh Brook 

Trail south of Blunder Pond. 

Further consideration is being given to 
relocating the Hudson Pond lean-to.  The 
current site has a tendency to become wet and 
muddy, even in drier weather. Access to the 
pond is along a short, steep slope, where 
erosion potential is a concern. Additionally, the 
current location of the trail does not provide any 
view of access to the pond, unless one detours 
to the lean-to location. A new lean-to site, west 
of the current location, has been scouted and a 

potential trail relocation was flagged. We anticipate both these projects will move from the 
discussion stage to planning and organization for moving materials next winter. 


